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Ray Got No Pay If Plot Existed, Probers Say 


WASHINGTON — The House Assas- 
sinations Committee has concluded that 
if James Earl Ray was part of a conspir- 
acy to kill civil rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., then Ray received no 


staff has discounted Ray’s contention he 
received, large amounts of money from 
the mysterious “Raoul” who Ray claims 
masterminded King’s assassination in 
Memphis on April 4, 1968. z 

How and where Ray received the 
money he lived on from the time he es- 
caped from the Missouri State Peniten- 
tiary April 23, 1967, until his capture in 
England June 8, 1968, has always been a 
source of speculation in the investigation. 

Conspiracy buffs contend that Ray 


1. The possibility that Ray accumu- 
lated several thousand dollars while 
engaging in illegal activities in Missouri 
State Prison from 1960 to 1967, and that 


ented difference' of over $8U0u m 
iwn income and known expenses.” ■? 
’’s known income for the period 
ie was a fugitive was only $1238.- 


e smuggled the money from the prison 54. His known and unknown (estimated) 



The investigators said the evidence 
accumulated by the staff linking James 
' and John, and possibly Jerry Ray, to the 
Bank of Alton robbery is significant 
“First the Alton robbery is virtually 


at 9 a.m. Friday, when it Will revii 
the actions of the FBI and Justice E 
partrrtent and their investigations of R 
and his (light from justice. 

Memphis attorney Duncan Ragsd 


identical in modus operandi (method of ^pressed shock and cone 


ing his ward, Mrs. Grace Walden Ste- 
phens, had appeared oh NBC’s Today 
Show at the request of lawyer -Mark 
Lane to detail her story alleging Ray was 






evening King as gunned down on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis. 

She and her then-common-law hus- 
band, Charles Q, Stephens, lived in Room 
6-B of Bessie Brewer’s rooming house at 
422*6 South Main St Their second-floor 
room was adjacent to 5-B, the room Ray 
admitted, renting under the alias of John 
Willard. 

Shortly after the shooting, Mrs. Ste- 
• phens was interviewed by Wayne Chas- 
tain, a reporter for The Memphis Press- 
Scimitar at that time. She told Chastain 
she had heard the shots from the bath- 
room and saw through her partially 
opened door a man fleeing down the halL 
She described .that , man as being 
short, wiry, short crew cut, salt and pep- 
per hair, and wearing a colored plaid 
shirt and military jacket 

Chastain submitted a signed affidavit 
to Ragsdale which' stated: “Grace ap- 
- peared sober but weak. She appeared 
coherent and in control of her. faculties. 

' ^Charlie Stephens came in while I was 
in the room, Charlie was staggering 


Stephens did not deviate from her state- 
ment until she was released from 
Western State Mental Hospital. . 

Charlie Stephens, however, was taken 
into protective custody as a possible wit- 
ness to the King killing. It is believed the 
stress of this led to Mrs. Stephens’ deep 
depression which resulted in her being 
committed to John Gaston Psychiatric 
Ward. While there, Mrs. Stephens at- 
tempted to hang herself, which prompted 
authorities to have her committed by the 
Shelby County Probate Court to Western 
State, a long-term care facility. 

, Mrs - Stephens was diagnosed as suf- 
fering from “organic brain syndrome, 
chronic (irreversable), secondary to al- 
coholism, not psychotic.” 

' Throughout yesterday’s hearing, 
medical testimony was taken from the 
doctors and administrators of John Gas- 
ton and. Western State, including: Dr. 
David Moore, the supervising psychia- 
trist at John Gaston when Mrs. Stephens 
was there: Dr. James Druff, who was 
superintendent of Western State Mental 
Hospital from 1967-69; Dr. Jack C Neale 
III, who succeeded Dr. Druff., 

, They all agreed Mrs. Stephenfc was 
suffering from organic brain syndrome 
and that it was irreversible. She was 
: prescribed medication which she receiv- 
ed in the required amounts, the doctors 1 
agreed. - i . 

“When one suffers from /this disor- 1 
der, said Dr. Druff, “it tenls to break 
down the memory, insight, judgment, all 
the intellectual functions.” 

The doctors said Mrs. Stephens was 
committed because she had suicidal 
tendencies - not to keep her from tell- 
ing her story. 

. Rapdale reviewed all of the facts 
brought out by the committee during the 
hearing, but when asked if he could pro- 
duce any new evidence, the young Mem- 
phis lawyer said he could not 

Even though Lane and Ragsdale re- 
fused to let Mrs. Stephens testify, the 
committee had decided not to call her 
following the medical testimony. 



